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Hottest-ever 600 on the way

»British company will build a road-going version of its new Moto2 GP race bike for £25,000

Chris Newbigging |
chris.newbigging@motorcyclenews.com

British firm GP Motorsports is building
a Moto2 bike - the new 600cc support
classin MotoGP that startsin 2011 - and
will sell road-legal replicas.

The Rugby-based firm has bought the
remains of the defunct Ilmor GP team,
including bikes and parts which will
help kick-start development by having
adeveloped chassis to work from.

GP Motorsport’s Mark Murphy told
MCN: “We’re developing a new frame
using an existing MotoGP chassis’
dimensions. It’s currently being designed,
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and we should, all being well, be testing
within a few weeks. The chassis develop-
ment is being completed by a company
own which has a background in proto-
typing chassis. We’re taking a leaf out
of Triumph’s book with modular chassis
design. There will be different pick-up
points for different engines, but from
initial investigation the package isn’t
going to be too much different between
2600anda1000.”

The dimensions and design of the Ilmor
chassis will be retained, but Murphy will
use computer modelling toadapt theidea
tosuit the R6 and R1engines he has ready
to fit. Conveniently, the two motors are
almost identical in size.

“We’reaiming to have it upand run-
ning before the Donington MotoGP
round this year, and we are approaching

Development work
is being done on the
Ilmor bike chassis

European riders for wildcard rides on the
bike next year. We’re deciding whether
to launch the bike at Donington or at
Indianapolis. The development work will
be completed this year, and the road bike
will follow on from the race bike.

“We’re looking at offering the bike for
£160,000 - for which you get a bike and
technical engineers for the engine and
chassis, and we’ve already got a number
of current 125 and 250GP teams inter-
ested in running the bike.”

Murphy’s estimate for the road bike’s
price is surprisingly low, though options
are available if you'd prefer to splash a
bit more cash. “Potentially the road bike
will cost £20,000-£25,000 for alower-
spec ‘customer’ bike, with a bike to the
specification of the Ducati Desmosedici
RR around £35,000. An exact GP copy

wouldbe £65,000-£70,000. Three engine
optionsarein the plan for the road bike
too - Murphy recognises not everyone
will want a 600cc inline four. “It willbe
offered with a choice of three engines - a
600cc inline four, a1000cc V-twinora
1000cc inline four, with the 600 as the
top-level bike. The engine will make a
minimal difference to the price though,
asthey all cost a similar amount. We're
also looking at a full carbon chassis as
well as traditional aluminium beams.
We could put a MotoGP bike on the road
in carbon-fibre.”

Economic doom and gloom doesn’t
faze Murphy - he’s confident there are
still enough riders out there with the
cash to spend on a piece of exotica.

“There are a number of people out
there who want the real thing - they

don’t want areplica. We’re going for the
RC45, Ducatiand MV Agusta buyers who
want to go to the next level, and road
bikes don’t do it for them.”

What happened to llmor?
Conceived in June 2005, the 210bhp
70° V4 became the first 800cc bike to
compete in MotoGP, and the first to
score points. Riders Garry McCoy and
Andrew Pitt managed just three races
- the final two of 2006 and Qatar the
following year - before owner Mario
Illien pulled the plug.

The team needed about £7million to
contest the championship, and dismal
TV coverage of the new bike meant spon-
sors weren't interested. [lmor had been
brilliantly successfulin Formula1, Indy
and Nascar racing.Their engine was de-
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The history of racing is littered with
the corpses of projects which have
taken over other designers’ ideas.

While the Ilmor team never had
the chance to compete properly in
MotoGP, they had at least designed
and built their own motorcycle, and
knew the systems and skills it needed
to make progress.

GP Motorsports’ challenge is to
carry on where Ilmor left off without
running out of money. Nor is building
replicas easy. Two years ago Kenny
Roberts, boss of arguably the best
chassis construction outfit in the
world, shelved plans for a FireBlade-
engined MotoGP replica track bike.
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The ill-fated [lmor MotoGP bike
signed and built in Northamptonshire
and the chassis came from Suter Racing
Technology in Switzerland - who also

built Foggy’s Petronas World Superbike
engines.

See more pictures on
www.motorcyclenews.com

When you know where you’re going, you don’t want

anything to get in your way. And it won’t with the

Vision Tour. Its 22.7 litre fuel tank and 1731cc Freedom

V-Twin with 6-speed overdrive make big distances easy.

While its power windshield, heated seats and handgrips,

and audio system make every journey worthwhile. There’s no
room for compromise when it comes to conquering the open road.

Come and see us at our upcoming events:
Thundercity Motorcycles, Leeds - Sunday 29" March
Stratstone Claycross, Chesterfield - Saturday 4" April

Book a test ride now on 0800 9156724
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